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Table 1 depicts the City population by age group categories.   It will be used to estimate 
future demand for the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan (PRO Plan) and to acquire 
future parkland and develop recreation facilities that neighborhood residents will need as 
the City grows larger and as the population ages and changes.  
 
Several neighborhoods have very little population due to their historical, commercial and 
industrial land use development, and because of their location. These are the Tourist, 
North Industrial and Valley Industrial Districts.  The Town Center, which also contains a 
predominantly commercial supply of land, has the highest concentration of population 
with 2,091 persons followed closely by the Upper West Ridge with a population of 1,962.  
The Town Center also contains a considerably higher proportion of older persons and 
young adults compared to the other neighborhoods.  This coincides with a large supply of 
assisted living and retirement developments, and apartments located in the downtown 
area.   
 
Another notable factor associated with Table 1 is the low number of children relative to 
older adults in most of the predominantly residential neighborhoods. 

 
Table 1 

2000 Neighborhood Population by Age Group 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD TOTAL 
POP. 

Percent of 
Total 

Population 

 
Dwelling 
UNITS 

Average 
persons per 
household 

AGE 
<5 

AGE 
5-15 

AGE 
16-21 

AGE 
22-39 

AGE 
40-54 

AGE 
55+ 

TOTAL 
POP. 

REINWOOD-
LEOTA 1,010 10.3 328 3.08 53 165 108 174 328 182 1,010 

WOODINVILLE 
HTS. 794 8.1 244 3.25 51 159 99 151 260 74 794 

WEST 
WELLINGTON 736 7.5 239 3.08 36 114 79 101 237 169 736 

EAST 
WELLINGTON 961 9.8 320 3.01 56 164 102 198 296 145 961 

WEDGE 1,354 13.8 450 3.01 103 253 112 360 388 138 1,354 

TOWN CENTER 2,091 21.3 1,096 1.90 131 194 184 742 255 585 2,091 

UPPER WEST 
RIDGE 1,962 20.0 706 2.77 141 341 186 551 549 194 1,962 

LOWER WEST 
RIDGE 804 8.2 324 2.48 42 88 51 252 218 153 804 

TOURIST 
DISTRICT 88 .09 47 1.91 5 9 6 34 21 13 88 

NORTH 
INDUSTRIAL 6 0.07 3 2.00 1 0 0 3 2 0 6 

VALLEY 
INDUSTRIAL 3 0.03 1 3.00 1 0 0 1 0 1 3 

TOTALS 2000 9,809 100 3,845 2.61 620 1,487 927 2,567 2,554 1,654 9,809 

            

TOTALS 2005 10,153 100 3,890 2.61 660 1,421 975 2,467 2,690 1,940 10,153 
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SSoocciiooeeccoonnoommiicc  CChhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  
 
According to the U.S. Department of Census for 2000, the population within the city 
limits had socioeconomic characteristics that were slightly different than the averages 
typical of surrounding cities and counties.  For example, the average size of city 
households was 2.61 persons compared with 2.39 for King County, 2.51 for Bothell and 
2.33 for Redmond.  Likewise, the median age of city residents was 35.7 years compared 
with 35.7 years for King County, 35.6 years for Bothell, 37.5 years for Kenmore and 36.1 
years for Kirkland.   
 
Overall, the statistics indicate a growth rate of about 14 percent between 1990 and 2000, 
slightly less than that of King County, 15.2 percent.  Woodinville residents are likely to 
be slightly older and living in larger households with more income and higher 
educational attainment than the typical County residents.   
 

NNaattuurraall  EElleemmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  WWooooddiinnvviillllee  AArreeaa  

CClliimmaattee    
 
Woodinville's climate is typical of the Puget Sound lowlands with mean temperatures 
varying from a high of 75 degrees in July to a low of 40 degrees in January, with extreme 
variations recorded at -3 to a high of 102 degrees. Average annual precipitation is about 
49 inches with approximately 80 percent occurring from October through March. 

EEaarrtthh//SSooiill    
 
Woodinville is centered on the Sammamish River and Bear Creek valleys with 
topography ranging from 0 to about 580 feet above Puget Sound. The plateau 
overlooking the Sammamish River valley floor drops off abruptly in slopes ranging from 
40 to 75 percent. Woodinville is composed principally of gently to steeply sloping glacial 
plains, terraces and foothills that originally were heavily forested. Soils at lower levels 
have a high organic content, while the soils vary from porous sands and gravels to 
impermeable glacial till at higher elevations.  

CCoommppoossiittee  RRiisskk  SSooiill  CCoonnddiittiioonnss    
 
In 1983 the King County Division of Planning & Community Development developed 
criteria and mapped sensitive soil conditions that create specific severe risks for 
landslides, seismic activities and erosion. In 1991, King County and Woodinville further 
refined the original analysis, including wetlands.  
 
Within Woodinville approximately 417 acres are classified as class 3 landslide hazard 
areas, with permeable sand, gravel or silt soils that have exposed layers of clay on slopes 
of 15 percent or more. 
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Class 3 seismic hazards exist on soils that are poorly drained and/or are impervious 
alluvium and organic soils on slopes of 15 percent or more. Approximately 664 acres are 
subject to seismic hazard within city limits. 
 
Approximately 347 acres composed of fine sands, gravels and silts, particularly on 
steeper slopes within the city limits are class 3 erosion hazards.  
 
Class 3 wetlands, anadromous, fish-bearing waters and 100-year floodplains are 
soils saturated by ground or surface water and/or that support vegetation typically 
adapted for saturated soil conditions. Approximately 100 acres of wetlands are within 
city limits. Approximately 433 acres are subject to flooding or are floodplains.  
 
The current park system includes wetland areas within Woodin Glen Pond, Woodinville 
Heights Park, Woodin Creek Park, Rotary Community Park, Wilmot Gateway Park, and 
the West Slope Conservancy Park.  
 

Little Bear Creek Basin  
Little Bear Creek originates in a peat bog near 
Clearview in Snohomish County and flows south into 
the Sammamish River west of Woodinville. The creek 
and its tributaries drain an area of approximately 9,616 
acres. Much of the basin is forest or open space with 
scattered urban developments.  
 
Sammamish River Basin  
The Sammamish River, part of the Watershed 
Resource Inventory Area 8 (WRIA8), originates at the 
outlet of Lake Sammamish and flows 14 miles into the 
north end of Lake Washington. Little Bear Creek 
empties into the Sammamish River at a point just north 
of Wilmot Gateway Park.  The river and all of its 
tributaries drain a total area of 142,080 acres.  

WWeettllaannddss  
 
There are approximately 100 acres of wetlands within the city limits of Woodinville.  
They are located mainly around Little Bear Creek and the Sammamish River, in Rotary 
Community Park and around Woodin Glen Pond in the Wedge neighborhood.  

GGrroouunndd  WWaatteerr  CCoonnddiittiioonnss//AAqquuiiffeerrss  
 
Aquifers in the Woodinville area are in a shallow zone between 0 and 400 feet from the 
surface and a deep zone more than 500 feet below the surface. The shallow and deep 
aquifers are typically separated by 100 to 400 feet of low-permeability silt and clay.  
 



1-13 

The aquifers recharge in the upland areas on both sides of the valley and discharge to the 
Little Bear Creek and Sammamish River valley floors in the Woodinville area. The 
shallow aquifer system is assumed to maintain a general equilibrium between recharge 
and discharge flows. Recharge is estimated to be approximately nine inches per year in 
the uplands and 15 inches per year in the valley areas. 

PPllaannttss  
 
The lowlands surrounding the Puget Sound Basin, including Woodinville, are within a 
forest zone, named the Western Hemlock vegetation zone. There are no endangered, 
threatened or sensitive plant species within the Woodinville park planning area. 

  AAnniimmaallss    
 
Urban and suburban developments have substantially reduced wildlife habitat. However, 
valuable habitats still remain in undeveloped, large native vegetation tracts and around 
the wetlands and riparian forests along Little Bear Creek and the Sammamish River. 
Woodinville and the rural areas surrounding it provide habitat for 30 non-game species, 
12 game species, 11 waterfowl species and 93 species of amphibians, reptiles and birds. 

FFiisshheerriieess    
 
Chinook, coho and sockeye salmon spawn and rear in Little Bear Creek, Woodin Creek, 
and the Sammamish River.  Anadromous game fish in the area include steelhead and sea-
run cutthroat trout.  Little Bear Creek and Sammamish River support fresh-water 
mussels. Cottage Lake Creek, east of the City, is noted for its rare run of naturally 
spawning Chinook salmon. 
 
In 2000, the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the Endangered Species 
Act listed Chinook salmon in danger of extinction. This affected the Little Bear Creek 
and the Sammamish River, their drainage basins and their surrounding riparian habitat.  
The City has joined other jurisdictions within WRIA8 in collaboratively responding to 
the listing through regional policy development projects and funding. 
 


